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1. This paper consists of Section 1 and Section 2.  Section 1 carries 75% of the module marks, and Section 2 

carries 25%. 

 

2. Section 1 consists of three questions, all of which are to be answered.  Section 2 consists of four questions, 

of which candidates may attempt any one.  

 

3. Each question is worth 25 marks : 18 marks are allocated for content and 7 marks for effective 

communication.   

 

4. The maximum content marks are indicated in brackets at the end of each question and sub-question.  They 

are a guide to the length of answer required, which may vary from one to several paragraphs.   

 

5. Candidates are reminded that this subject emphasises the ability to present and support points of view in a 

clear, concise and logical manner, rather than the ability to recite facts. 
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3. Consider the following extract, which identifies a number of issues dividing the United States and its 

European allies in 2001. 

 

 

Kyoto Protocol – Europeans are very angry about the sudden retreat of the United States 

from the agreement to curb harmful greenhouse gases. 

Missile Defense – The United States is determined to build a missile shield. Bush wants 

Russia and Europe to agree on getting rid of the Anti-Ballistic Missile 

Treaty. However, the Europeans ask: where is the threat? 

Troops in the Balkans – The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) allies are complaining 

about the desire of the United States to bring its peacekeepers home. If 

that happens, European members will have to supply most of the 

troops. 

Korean Peninsula – The Europeans were shocked when Bush suspended Clinton-initiated 

talks aimed at stopping the development of long-range missiles in 

North Korea. 

 Source: Newsweek, 18 June 2001. 

 

 

 

 (a) In the light of the above extract, identify and discuss the sources of the various disagreements 

between the United States and its European allies. (9 marks) 

 

 

 (b) How would disagreements between the United States and its European allies affect the balance of 

power and peace in the modern world in the coming decade?  Explain your answer. (9 marks) 
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6. Consider the following extract adapted from a Russian security policy document released in December 

1997. The extract outlines the priorities for a new Russian security policy. 

 

The most fundamental military reforms in Russia’s modern history will be undertaken. ...The 

Russian defence budget will be drastically cut, with the savings put to defence conversion to 

stimulate domestic economic recovery. 

Smaller, more mobile and technologically adept fighting forces will be created to manage civil 

rebellions within Russia as well as along Russia’s borders … where armed conflicts that undermine 

Russian security threaten to erupt. 

Russia will continue to dismantle its nuclear arsenal in order to alleviate other powers’ fears of 

resurgent Russian ambition. … 

Russian doctrine rules out using nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states. …But for the purposes 

of deterrence, Russia is prepared to use nuclear weapons in defence. 

Russia will seek to cement its relationships with its European neighbours by creating institutions for 

democracy and a free market economy, and will attempt to end its isolation from the Asia-Pacific 

because this is unacceptable for an influential European-Asian state. 

 

  Source: C. Kegley, Jr. & E. Wittkopt, World Politics, N.Y.: St. Martin’s, 1999. 

 

 

 

 In the light of the above extract, discuss and predict the role of Russia in global politics in the coming 

decade.   (18 marks) 
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