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This paper must be answered in English

1. This paper consists of Section 1 and Section 2.  Section 1 carries 75% of the module marks, and Section 2
carries 25%.

2. Section 1 consists of three questions, all of which are to be answered.  Section 2 consists of four
questions, of which candidates may attempt any one.

3. Each question is worth 25 marks : 18 marks are allocated for content and 7 marks for effective
communication.

4. The maximum content marks are indicated in brackets at the end of each question and sub-question.  They
are a guide to the length of answer required, which may vary from one to several paragraphs.

5. Candidates are reminded that this subject emphasises the ability to present and support points of view in a
clear, concise and logical manner, rather than the ability to recite facts.
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3. Consider the following information :

Source A

Source B

Some Reform Proposals from
the Education Commission in September 2000

 The Academic Aptitude Test should be abolished immediately to spare students from
unnecessary drilling;

 In the long term, the banding system should be gradually phased out in order to
minimize the labelling effect;

 Examination questions should be made relevant to the knowledge and skills needed
by students;

 The mode and marking system of examinations should be refined to allow students
more room for independent and creative thinking.

(a) From source A, identify and discuss two problems in the Hong Kong education system. (8 marks)

(b) Discuss to what extent the measures proposed by the Education Commission stated in source B
help solve the problems identified in 3 (a). (10 marks)
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5. Consider the following information :

Source A : an extract from a local newspaper

In an article, 'One City, Two Loyalties', businessman Peter Woo Kwong-ching laid
down what he considered the criteria for deciding when to introduce universal suffrage.
Mr Woo, who is a former head of The Wharf (Holdings) Limited and is currently
chairman of the Trade Development Council, defended the role of functional
constituency representatives as a bloc balancing various interests in the Legislative
Council.

Mr Woo urged the functional constituencies to rally behind their representatives so as
to consolidate their positions in the Legislative Council.  'Why should nurses, doctors,
architects, accountants, and unionists surrender the constituencies that have served
them well?'  Mr Woo asked.  He warned that having no functional constituency seat in
the Legislative Council would mean having no representation.

Concerning the right time for universal suffrage, Mr Woo gave this answer, 'When
there is normalisation between the Democratic Party and the Central Government;
when the political spectrum mirrors that prevailing in the West; when the main issues
are social and economic rather than "for" or "not for" China.'

Source B : an extract from an article by Anson Chan, the Chief Secretary for

Administration, from Hong Kong 1999

I anticipate a lively public debate to take place on the crucial issue of democratic
development.  At the heart of this debate will be the pace at which indirect elections
through functional constituencies are phased out to reach the Basic Law goal of
universal suffrage.  It will be important to balance the interests of every section of the
community and to arrive at a consensus so that all of our citizens feel they have an
equal voice in the way they are governed.  It would be extremely divisive to split the
community into first and second class citizens.

(a) Explain whether or not you agree with Peter Woo's view on functional constituency
representation. (9 marks)

(b) Compare and contrast the views of Anson Chan and Peter Woo on electoral reform of the
Legislative Council. (9 marks)
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7. Consider the following extract from an editorial of a local newspaper :

We will ask those questions again

Yesterday in Beijing President Jiang Zemin got 'very angry'. Visibly irritated, he walked back and
forth three times in front of the media's camcorders, stressing that his support for Chief Executive
Tung Chee-hwa did not amount to an 'imperial decree'. The images of the President's raised
temper (rarely seen) were sent over the air waves to many parts of the world. It does not become
such a leader openly to scold the press. However, he gave vent to his 'real emotion' and made it
clear that people ought not to equate Beijing's support for Tung's second term with an 'imperial
decree'.

Nevertheless, we hope President Jiang and other central government leaders will clearly explain
what 'supporting Tung's second term but not issuing any imperial decree' actually means. Does the
phrase imply that 'supporting Tung's second term' only means 'supporting Tung's candidacy in the
second chief executive (CE) election'? Does that mean that Beijing might support others standing
for CE? Is it true that Beijing, though it has expressed its opinion on the selection of the CE of the
Special Administrative Region (SAR), will adhere to the Basic Law? President Jiang said the
central government's power to appoint the CE of the SAR is very important. What should Hong
Kong people make of that statement?

The reason why Hong Kong reporters have kept asking whether Beijing has issued an 'imperial
decree' that Tung should be re-elected is that Hong Kong people wish to know how strictly the
central government (which resumed the exercise of sovereignty over the territory three years ago)
will adhere to 'Hong Kong people running Hong Kong' and 'one country, two systems' in relation
to the selection of the second CE of the SAR.

It takes much political wisdom and great patience to deal with the CE selection issue or implement
the policy of 'Hong Kong people running Hong Kong' under 'one country, two systems'. In the
final analysis, Hong Kong people only want to know how cautiously the central government will
give expression to 'Hong Kong people running Hong Kong' under 'one country, two systems' and
see that Hong Kong people will select their chief executive in accordance with the applicable
Basic Law provisions.

(a) According to your own interpretation, what messages have been sent to Hong Kong by President
Jiang Zemin's remarks about his support for the Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa's second term?

(8 marks)

(b) Do you agree with the author's view that 'it takes much political wisdom and great patience to deal
with the CE selection issue or implement the policy of "Hong Kong people running Hong Kong"
under "one country, two systems" '?  Discuss. (10 marks)

END OF PAPER
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