


2001-AS-UE-E-DF–2 –  1  –

Memo from Miss Linda Stewart to Joey Tang about an article for HKC News

HONG KONG COLLEGE

Memo

To: Joey Tang

From: Linda Stewart, NET

English Department

Date: 28 March, 2001

Re: Article for HKC News

Now that we have returned from China, I think it would be a good idea to have an

article about Project Fan in next month's issue of HKC News.  I would like you to

write this article, because you were part of the team and therefore have first-hand

knowledge of the project.

I am giving you the file for Project Fan containing material which will help you.

Remember that many of the students in our school did not take part in the project and

may not know a lot about it.

The article should include:

• the aims of the project;

• information about the school we visited;

• the history of Jiangxi Province;

• journey dates, group size, transport, accommodation;

• details of activities in addition to language classes; and

• plans for the future of Project Fan.

End your article by encouraging more students to volunteer for the trip to Jiangxi in

2002.  In the article, you shouldn’t mention anything that went wrong or any problems

we had!  We want to show what went right!

Thanks.

L. Stewart
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Transcript of a radio interview about Project Fan

Interviewer: Today we have with us one teacher and three students from Hong Kong College in Kowloon

Bay, who recently returned from a trip to the mainland as part of Project Fan.  Mr Kent

Wong, Candy Chan, Andy Yeung and Joey Tang, welcome to ‘This is Hong Kong’.  First of

all, can you tell me about the name of the project – why ‘Fan’?

Mr Wong: As you know, ‘fan’ means rice in Chinese!  It was our principal, Mr Tong, who thought of

the name.  We read about Yishan College in a magazine for teachers, and decided to organise

the project.  One of the aims of our visit was to learn about rice-growing, so while we were

there we planted a small rice field in the school grounds.

Interviewer: I see.  Why the interest in rice?

Joey: Well, rice is very important in all Asian societies.  And, the growth of the rice represents the

growth of our friendship with the people and the understanding of how they live.

Interviewer: That’s a nice idea.  What else did the Hong Kong College students learn, apart from how to

plant rice?

Candy: We learnt a lot about how other people live.  It was so different from Hong Kong – the

language, the music, the food.  I think it made us understand that there are many different

lifestyles even within China.

Joey: We also learnt a lot about Chinese history and culture – Mr Tong chose Yishan College

partly because Jiangxi is important in Chinese history.  And for me, running the English

conversation classes for the Yishan students was very challenging.  I was surprised how

much it helped me; it built up my confidence and I learned how to be independent.

Interviewer: How about the question of language – was that a problem ?

Andy: Well, we did practise some Putonghua while we were there, but actually we spoke Cantonese

or English most of the time.

Interviewer: Did you have any problems or bad experiences ?

Candy: Well, the hostel we stayed in wasn’t very good – the rooms were very uncomfortable and

cold.

Mr Wong: Yes, but there are only a few hotels in the area and they are all very far away from Yishan

College.

Andy: And, another problem was that some people got sick because they were caught in a really

heavy rainstorm when they were planting rice.  The weather was quite bad and we had to

cancel some activities.

Interviewer: That’s too bad.  Now, another thing.  What about group spirit?  Did your group get on well

together?

Candy: Yes.  In fact, we were amazed that we even developed new friendships with other Hong

Kong College students who we hadn’t really known very well before. That was a terrific plus

for us.

Interviewer: What happens next, now that the project is finished ?

Andy: Yishan College will be sending a group of students to Hong Kong in October and Hong

Kong College students will go back to Jiangxi next year.  We hope the exchange can go on

every year.

Joey: Yes, we’d all like to be involved again!



2001-AS-UE-E-DF–11 –   10  –

Extract from the minutes of a Hong Kong College staff meeting

Minutes of the monthly staff meeting, Hong Kong College, 23 March, 2001

Matters arising

Project Fan

Mr Tong reported that students and teachers had just returned from the Project Fan visit, and that

Mr Wong and Miss Stewart, the team leaders for the project, would be providing a full report at

the next staff meeting.  Mr Tong said the school as a whole had reaped several important and

unanticipated benefits in addition to specific gains made by participating students.  For example,

the publicity the project received had led to an improvement of the school’s image within the

local community.

Letter from Yishan College to Hong Kong College

YISHAN COLLEGE

24 March, 2001

Dear Friends at Hong Kong College

We hope that your journey back to Hong Kong was comfortable and that you are now all settled

back into your regular routines.

This is the first of many thank-you letters you will be receiving from us.  Today 20 more students

joined the pen-friend club, so we hope there are enough students at Hong Kong College ready to

write back to them.  We feel sure that this pen-friend network will help strengthen the continuing

links between our schools.

Everyone in the school is still talking about your visit and how much we enjoyed it.  We will

continue with English conversation practice and have also decided to start an English Club.

In addition, we were surprised to find that because of Project Fan, many of our students feel that

they actually learned a lot about Jiangxi Province.

Another unexpected benefit of your visit is that the Yongfeng people now have a greater interest

in school activities and there is a much stronger community spirit.

The rice is growing fast.  We will, of course, be bringing you a sample to taste when we come to

Hong Kong in October, 2001.

Thank you again for helping to make Project Fan such a great success.

With best wishes,

Your Friends at Yishan College

THIS  IS  THE  LAST  PAGE  OF  THE  DATA  FILE.
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INSTRUCTIONS

When you complete the following tasks, remember that all your comments must be based on

information in the Data File.  Your comments must be understood by readers who do not have copies

of the Data File to refer to.

Situation and Role

You are Joey Tang, a Form 6 student at Hong Kong College.  You are a reporter for the school

newspaper, HKC News.  In March, 2001, you and a group of students from your college visited

mainland China for Project Fan.  Your Native English-speaking Teacher (NET), Miss Linda Stewart,

and the History Panel Chairperson, Mr Kent Wong, accompanied the group.

Task 1:  Article on Project Fan     (41 marks)

Miss Stewart has asked you to write an article about Project Fan for HKC News.  She has told you

what to include in the article in her memo on page 1 of the Data File.

Use information from pages 1 – 10 in the Data File to help you.

Task 2:  Chart of problems     (28 marks)

The school hopes to organise a similar trip to Jiangxi in 2002.  Miss Stewart has asked you to

complete a chart of some problems experienced during the trip in 2001.  In her second memo on page

5 of the Data File, she has told you how to fill in the chart.

Use information from pages 6 – 9 in the Data File to help you.

Task 3:  Slide     (17 marks)

You and several other students are going to give a talk about various aspects of Project Fan for a PTA

meeting to raise funds for the planned trip to Jiangxi in 2002.  Your section of the talk is titled

‘Unexpected benefits of Project Fan’.  You must prepare a slide to use during your talk.

Use information from pages 6 – 10 in the Data File to help you.
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Task 2:  Chart of problems     (28 marks)

The following is a chart of some problems experienced during Project Fan in 2001.  You should read Miss Stewart’s second memo to Joey Tang on page 5 of the Data File, which explains the

purpose of the chart and what you need to do.  You should complete the chart by filling in the blanks with relevant information. The part about ‘Putonghua improvement’ has already been

filled in for you.  For the column labelled ‘Specific suggestion or recommendation for next year’, you should fill in each blank to produce a complete grammatical sentence beginning with the

words given.  The suggestion or recommendation should be specific.  For example, ‘We should have more Putonghua practice with local students’ is not specific enough.  The specific

suggestion would be, ‘We should invite the local students to join the field trips.’

First
Problem this year Specific suggestion or recommendation for next year Possible difficulty or disadvantage

Second

Marker’s

Use Only Not enough We should invite the local students The students need to study and
Marker’s

Use OnlyPutonghua

improvement
Putonghua practice to join the field trips. and are not free.

33  C34  G35   36 We should 33   C34  G35  36

      

English

conversation

classes .       

37   C38  G39   40 We could 37   C38   G39  40

      

History lectures

.       

41  C42  G43  44 I suggest 41   C42  G43  44

      

Field trip to Ruijin

.       

45   C46  G47  48 It’s important 45   C46  G47  48

      

Train journey

.       

49   C50  G51  52 We ought to 49   C50  G51  52

      

Accommodation

.       

53   C54  G55  56 It would be better if we 53   C54  G55  56

      

Duration of visit to

Yongfeng

.       

57   C58  G59  60 Why don’t we 57   C58  G59  60

      

Weather

?       

Total for Task 2 Total for Task 2
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Second

Marker’s

Use Only

C61  G62

C63  G64

C65  G66

    C67  G68

C69  G70

C71  G72

    C73

C74

C75

  

First

Marker’s

Use Only

C61  G62

C63  G64

C65  G66

C67  G68

C69  G70

C71  G72

C73

C74

C75

  

Task 3:  Slide     (17 marks)

You are preparing a slide to use during your talk to the PTA on ‘Unexpected benefits of Project Fan’ – that is,

benefits which were not anticipated when the project was planned.  You must complete each section, making

sure each forms a complete grammatical sentence beginning with the words given.  For the final section

beginning with ‘In addition, I personally,’ you should write a short paragraph summarising the unexpected

benefits that you, Joey Tang, feel that you gained.  These personal benefits should not include the general

benefits for participating Hong Kong College students.

Unexpected benefits of Project Fan

The people in Yongfeng town developed a

Hong Kong College

The reputation of Hong Kong College has improved because of

The participating Hong Kong College students

and

Miss Stewart and Mr Wong benefited by   

In addition, I personally,

  

0 Language last paragraph (0, 1, 2) Language last paragraph (0, 1, 2) 0

Total for Task 3 END OF PAPER Total for Task 3

Yishan College

Students at Yishan College learned

__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.

__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

_________________

____________________________________________________________________.

___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.


