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Set 1

Candidate A

Preparation Time fTotal time: I mingtes)

Fart One — Individual Presentafions  (74-2 minntes cach; toiad time: 8 minwies)

Read the following passage. Yoo may rmake notes to ose as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. 1F you wish, you can add your owm opinions or ideas.

A gap vear teaching English in China

L

After completing her A-levels, Hannah Smith falt
she needed a break. Befome starting her bachelor’s
degree in education at London Umiversity, she believed a
pap veatr experiencing education in another country
would broaden her sutlook.

Harmabh chose China for ber gap-year visit and
took up a job teaching English to a class of fifty students
at a school in wml Guangdeng pravines, 'In the UK, I
would never have imagined teaching such a large group,”
she tomatked. © At first, Hanmah was woammed that she
could not give the students the individual attention she
felt they needed to improve theit English. However, she
found that they were very eager and motivated, This
made her reflect on her own attitudes to learming French
at school, which she had found diffienlt and had

Hanngh faged a number of challenges in Ther
teaching. ©Ome thing that shocked her was that the
students did not see themselves as individuals, and rarely
spake up in class. ‘I found this frustrating,” she recalled.
‘But [ tried out different activities and found somwe that
motivated students 1o be more active.” The students alse
had e packed timetable. Classes staned at 7.4 a.m, after
maming exercises and finished ot 4,45 pm. “At first |
felt the routine was too harsh, but 1 thought f my
students can do it, so can 1. I got used to the Jong hours.
[ reglise now that the discipline was good for me,” she
remarked, :

Hannah hias set her heart en becoming & pond
English teacher. Mow in her first yvear of univermity, she
is able to ralate what she leammed in China ta het studies.

eventually given up. Hannah vealised that she conid
leam from her students. Diespite the crowded classtooms
and the lack of reseurces, she did her Best to itnprove her
students' lanpuage 2kills.

Part Twa — Group Discussion  (Yora! time: 2 minnres preparation, 10 minutes discission)
There bas recently been a great deal of public discussion on the topic of taking a gap vear before, during or after one's university
studies, Your local English language newspaper would like to hear the views of szcondary school students on this issue.

You and your elasstates have been asked by your English teacher to draft a letter to the editor of the newspaper, reflecting your
opinions. You may consider the benefits and possible drawhacks of having a gap year. Discuss what other information you
wish to include in your letter and how you could present it to make it more persuasive,

Yan do uot need to come ta a final desivion or to reneh o conclusion to your discutsion. You should ty to discuss hoth the
enntont and procedures invotved i vour discussion task. You cemnof lake notes o write during the discussion.

The exominers conigl angwer any guastions about the instructions or the lask you have to discuss. I you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yoursetves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assersed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate B

Preparzation Time

{Totaf time: 1 minytes)

Part One - Individua! Presentations

fTH—2 ministes each; total time: § minntes)

Read the following passage. Yoo may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, bot should make the presentation in
your owa words, If you wish, you can add your own epinions or ideas.

A gap year doing veluntary work in Mongolia

Zoe Davis is a 23-year-old undetgradoate in her
final year, mmjoring in social werk and poblic
adrinistration in the United States. Last year, when she
was invited to take part in a charty project, sbhe decided
to take time off from her siudies and spend a year doing

-chatity wotk.

Patticipating in the project gave Zoc the once-ip-
a-lifelime opportunity to travel to many parts of the
world, including Mepal, Thailand and Mongaolia. In these
places, she was invalved in a lot of voluntary wotk in
different chariteble organisations serving the poot, the
elderly, meglected end abandened children, and the
hendicapped. Amid ali her meaningfi] encounters, the
mest satisfying part of her gap year was in Mongalia,
whera she helped local residents establish a vecationa)
centre for teemegers. Together with other volunteers, she
designed the centre, made the furniture and planmed the
courses thet the centre could offer, “In spite of our
cultural differences, we leamed how to cooperate with

each other and we became good friends,” she said,

Zoo's experiences during hor gap year were
indeed hoth challenging and enriching, She falt she had
seen semething very different from what she would have
experienced in her own conntry and this had certainly
given her a broader petspective on Life, *T talked to many
othet volunteers and now know tnueh more ahong the
needs of people in different parts of the world. I've also
leamned what it means to werk as part of a team to
ovetcatne diffieulties mwd to nccept others' views,” sho
said. Zoe is convinced that she has gained life skills
from her gap year that she would net have lcamed in the
classrooi.

After taking a year off, Zoe returned to the final
year of her course feeling completely refreshed and
motivated.  She also feels confident she is better
equippead to handle the demands of her course,

Part Two — Group Discussion

{Total timer 2 minutes proparaiies, I minutes disenssion)

There has recently been a great deal of public discussion on the tapic of taking a gap year before, during or after one's university
studlies. Your laeat English language newspaper would like to hear the views of secomdary schoal students on ihis issue.

Yau and your classmates have been asked by vour English teacher ta draft 2 letter to the editor of the newspaper, reflecting your
opinions. You tnay cotsider the henefits and possible drawbacks of having o' gap vear. Discuss what other information you
wish to include in your letter and how you could present it te make it more persuasive,

Yor do not need jo eome to & final decision or to reach a conclusion o your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
contant and procedures invelved in your discussion task. You cannot toke notes or write during the discussion.

The axaminers cannat apswer any questions abaut the instructions or the task you have to discuss. [f you have any guestions,
vor may discuss them among vourselves and that will be an acceptable pari of your graup discussion, and will he assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Totaf vime: 18 minnics)

Part One — Individual Presentations (7%~ minnies zach; totad time: § minues)

Read the fallowing passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own epinicns or ideas.

A gap year teaching skiing in Switzerland

Chester Low, a buginess student at a university in
New Fealend, had just completed his fizst year of the
course when he started to doubt if he had made the right
chaoice and 1if he shoold continue Bis studies. *After Year
One, I 5ti1] had no idea what [ wanted to do in lif2, The
gourses hared me and T wondered if I should have deme
sornething else,” he said.

Chester decided to take & gap year to eaperience
something different. He loved skiing, and so he entolled
in a gne-month sk instractar’s coarse in Switzetland, He
passed it and snon found himself a full-titme job at a new
skimg sehool there. He met people frot different walks
of life and enjoyed the expericnee very much.

(hester valued this apportunity to be oo his own,
The quiet tine he had awny from his parents, friends and

decide what suited him best. Gradvelly, he realised thet
even though being 2 ski instructor was fun, he still
wanted to push Wimself academically end so he decided
to finigh his university education, When he shared these
insights with bis parents, they were defighted, After he
got back, they could see the change in him and how
much he had matored os a result of his experience.
“Chester has never heen so confident and independent.
We now know thet he can be trmsted to make responsible
decisiong about his 13fe,* his moather said.

Chester has just graduated from university and is
looking for work in the business sector. His mature
petsonality, independent thinking and good interpersatal
skills, all of which were cultivated during his gap year
and developed afierwards, will surely £o a long way in
helping hirn land a good job.

studies, allowed him to reflest on his prionities in life and

Part Two - Group Discussion  (Total fime; 2 minutes preparation, 10 minates discussion)
There has eeently been a great deal of public dissussion on the tapie of taking a gap year before, during ot after one's university-
studies. Your tocal English language newspaper would like to hear the views of secondary school students on this issue.

You and your classmates have been ssked by your English teacher to draft & letter to the editor of the newspaper, reflecting your
opinions. Yon may censider the benefits and possible drawbacks of having a gap year, Discuss what other information you
wish to include in yaur letter end hew you could presemt it to make it more persuasive.

Vou do not need ta come to a final decislon or (o reach a conchision in your discussion. You should try to discuss hoth the
comient and pracedures invalved in your discussion task, You cannol take rotes or write during the discussion,

The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the Instructions or the task you have to discuss. f you have any qresiions,
vou may diseuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be aryessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 3



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidaie D

Preparation Time (Toral time: 10 mingrees)

Part One ~ Individual Peesentations  17%—2 mirustes eqcli; toral time & miwitcs)

Read the following passage. Yon may meke notes to use as the hasis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, Tf you wish, you can add your ewn opinions ot ideas.

A gap year serving patients in India

Bermy Wan is a second-year student of nursing
smdies 8t a university in Hong Keng. After graduating,
he plans to work in one of Hong Kong’s many public
bespitals. However, last vest, Benny felt that working in
a city like Hong Kong with its modern hospitals would
not provide a proper petspeetive of what nuwsing is all
about. To broaden bis experfence, he decided to toke a
year off,

One day, he tead this in & magazine: *For a vear
off, you can’t beat India. You can see things you've
never seen before and you will got 2 completaly new
outlank on life.* When he arrived in Caleutta, he came 1o
realise that good quality heabthcare in India is only
accessible ta a small pergentage of the popolation.
Benny soon entolled himself as a volunteer in one of the
Ineal hospitals that serve the pooter sections of society.

was old and the standards of hygiene were low. At first
Benny found it hard, but soon adapted to the conditions.
Apart from serving the sick, he worked with other
volunteers who spent a lot of tite every day cleaning up
the hospital. His werk there also brought him into
comtact with patients who wete sufforing from leprosy, &
contagious disease. ‘At fitst, T was scared [ might
becorme infiéeted. However, [ did nat give up and learned
to avercome the fear,” he remarked. Benny's experience
in India has emobled him to develop patience and
detetmination and become more courageous.

Benny's university teachers are very pleased to
seg the change in bis character, One teacher, Mrs Tong,
commented: ‘Mot anly has Benny enhanced his nursing
skills, he has also developed the courape and
determination to fage challenges,' she said.

Om his first day at work, Benny was shocked by
the condilions in the hospital, Most of the cquipment

3 Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 pinptes preparation, 10 minutes serssion)
There haz recently been a great deal of public discussion on the topie of taking a gap year before, duting or after one’s university
studies. Your locel English kmguage newspaper would like to hear the views of sceondary school studentis on this issue.

You and your classmates have been esked by your English teacher to draft a letter to the editor of the newspaper, reflecting your
opinions. You may consider the benefits and possible drawhbacks of having & gap year. Discuss what sther information you
wish ta include in your letter and how you conld presant it to make it more persuasive.

You do not need to comé to a final decision or to reach a conclusion 1o your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion iask. You cannat take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners connnt answer any questions abo the instructions or the task you have to discuss. I vou have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourtelves and that will be an accepiable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 2

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Totaf time: 10 minvies)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (71-2 minutas each; votal tner 8 mirnutes)

Eend the foflowing passage. Yoo may make notes to use as the hasis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wigh, you can add your awn opinions or ideas.

What happens after Harry?

Joanne Kathleen Rowling's books have become
the most popolar children's books in history. As Rowling
has said that she will enly write sevem books describing
the life of Harry Potter, a question is beinp asked by
many teachers and parents: what will children do without
Harry Potter hooks to read?

The question is generating a fot of discussion,
Thetre is no doubt that more children have started to
tiove pway from compoeer games and TY programmes
ane are now taking up reading a5 a hobby. It is likely
that Reowling will inspire other writers te foilow her

a teacher in a Tpcal schoaol, has started a class  library.
Her students choase their favourite books and then share
them with their clagsmates, “Students love to recommend
their favourite books to their friends,’ she satd. Another
strategy that she uses is drama, She asks students to read
part of '8 classic, like Charles Dickens® Offver Twist or
George Ovwell's Animal Farm, The students then wotk
together to act out the story. “They can wtite their own
script, and wear costumes. It's 3 great way to leam a
famous stery and use English at the same time!” she said.

In anather school, the students are given a story o

read, such as The Littfe Prince, and then asked to re-write
the story, but this time set it in Hong Kong. The
Principal, Mrs Lam, believes that this belps to bring
famous books up to daie and makes the stories more
interesting. Pethaps there will be life after Harry Poteer!

example. With an interest in reading, perhaps children
will go and scarch for nev books to satisfy their curiosity
and interest,

Some teachers are taking advantage of this new
ittarest in reading and Are using creamtive ways of
promoting the classics in their English lessons. Mrs Rash,

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toetaf fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
Your schaal has just set up 2 Book Club as an extra-currteular activity for students. You and the other memhbers of the Club are
holding an informal meeting,

At the start of the meeting, you eould talk ahaut the impact popular hooks have an young readers. You could then discuss how
reading can be an enjoyable hobby, and why young people find some books more interesting than others. Fmally, you should
plan some activities for the coming year to pramote reading among students at your schoel.

You do not nced to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion fo your discussion. You shonld try to discuss hoth the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You canmnt take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questians gbout e instructions or the task you have to discuss. ff you have any guestions,
v may ditcuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 5
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Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Tota! dme: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individnal Presentations (1 ¥1—2 minuter each; totaf time: 8 minutes)

Read the follewing passage. Vou may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
yout avwn words. I€you wish, you can add your own opirions or ideas,

A magical story

In 1990, on a long wain journey m the UK, a lady
called Joanne Kathleen Rowling started to jot down ideas
on a piece of paper about a young wizard named Warry
Potier. Six vears later, Rowling's first haok about Harry
Potter was published. Cailed Harry Potter end the
Fhilasopher's Stone, the book was not expecied to be
very popular. Indeed, only a thousand copies were frst
printed. Now, over 200 million copies of the fimt four
hooks in the series have been =old, Harry Potter and his
crcator, Rowling, have become two of the most famoos
names on earth!

The Paiter beoks hawe meceived miany prizes
around the world. Rowling hes been named ‘author of
the year' in the UK. The fist two stories have been
turned into films and more ate o come. Harry Potter
merchandise is sold in every comer of the world, Tt
includes train sets, dolls, toy castles called Hogwarts ke
the one in the book, TV pames and even a car[ The

immensely popular books have been irenslated min forky
-seven different languages, incloding Chinese.

What has made this siory aboot 8 young wizard
such a massive success? According to the boaok agent
wheo first agreed to help publish Harrr Potter, it is
because the idea 15 a0 ariginal. “The books are like many
traditipnal children’s stories because they involve
wizards, magic, and the great atruggle between pood and
evil. What is different, however, is that Rowling has
been ahle to make the stories so imaginative. This
explains why they appenl to young people from around
the globe.”

Cne gitl described her feelings as she read the
very first Harry Potter story, ‘It was as if | was watching
the story unfold in front of my eves. Evervthing seemed
zareal. I eoouidn™ put the book dewn until [ had finished
il

Part Two — Group Discossion  (Total time: 2 minnves preparation, 10 miniutes discussion)
Your school hias just set up o Book Cliub as an extra-curricular aetivity for students. You and the other members of the Club are
holding an informal meeting.

At the start of the meeting, you tould talk about the jmpact populer books have on young readers, ¥Vou could then discoss how
reading can be an enjovable hobby, and why young propte And some books more interesting than others, Finally, you should
plen some activities for the coming year to promote teading among students &t your school.

Yan de not need to come to 2 final decision or to reach q conclusion to your discussion. You should iy 1o discuss both the
cortent and procedurer invelved in your discussion fask, Fou cannol iake notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannel argwer any questions about the insiructions ar the fask yau have io discuss. I you-have any questions,
yee may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptalile part of vour group disenssion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 6
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Toral time: 16 minttes)

Part One — Individual Presentations (742 minntes each; total time: § minetes)

Read the fullowing passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. [ you wish, you can add your ewn opinions or ideas,

Potter casts his spell on young people

The popuiarity of the Harry Potter series can bhe
seen in every part of the werld, from China and Vietmam
to Australia and America. When the aothor, Joanne
Kathleen Rowling, first tried 10 get the book published,
several well-known publishers rejected her. However,
one book agent foally saw the potential of Herry Potter
and his magical adventures at wizard school, Ewven the
apent could never have fmagined that these books would
promote reading to millions of youngsters.

Most children spend thetr time playing computer
games or watching hours of television. This iz & fact in
the modem mpe. Yet the eppeal of Harry Potter has
encouraged many children to read books and this,
perhaps, 18 Rowling's greatest achievement, Last June,
children arpund the world quensd cwtside booksheps wo
purchase the fifth epizode of the Harry Potter series.
Photos of children and their parents sitting in chairs
reading the new hbeok could he foumd in every
newspaper. [t was almost as iFHarry himnself had puta

magic spell en young people everywhere,

Many children have developed an interest in
reading because of Rowling's work, and that is
something that pleases teachers and parenis.  1f childeen
are encouraged to read, this has to be good news for
anyone mveived n education, particularly in Hong
Kong, where language standerds are  regularhy
questioncd.

In 2003, a survey of 350,000 nine-year-nids in
thirty-Ave conntries prodaced shocking results for Hong
Kong. The survey showed that Hong Keng primary
school students had the lowest interest in reading
compared with every other coontry surveyed. Cmly ane
n five children said that they read books outside of the
classroom for pleasure, *If we want Hong Kong to move
towards a knowledpe-hased society, we have to pet
young people reading,’ said ome womied teacher.
Perhaps Harry Potter is the porzon to make themn do that.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total dme: 2 minstes preparation, 10 minntes discussion)

Your school has just set up a Book Club as an extra-curticular activity for studenis. Yeu and the olbier members of the Club are
holding an informal meeting,

At the start of the mesting, you could talk about the impact popular baoks have on young readers. You could then discuss how
reading can be an enjayable habby, and why youmg peaple find some books more interesting than others. Finally, you shouald
plan sotne activities for the coming year to protnote teading among students at your sehool.

You do not need to come lo a final decision ar 1o reach o conclusion lo yonwr discusgion. You should 1y to discuss bath the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or wrile during the discussion.

The sxaminars canrol answer any guesiions about the instructions or the fask yon have o diseuss. If yow have any questions,
you may disouss them amang yourselves and that will be on neceptable part of pour group diseussion, and will he assassed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 7
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Candidate D

Preparation Time  {Total time: 10 miseras)

Part One — Individoal Presentations (7% -2 mimues cack; toral time: § mingtes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use a5 the basis for your presentation, but should make the presenlation in
your own words, If you wish, you ¢an &dd your own opinions or ideas.

The power of Potter

Last June, the fifth book of the Hamry Potter
senies, The Order of the Phoenix, went on sale. In Hong
Kong, there were book parties as shops opeved for
business. In London, author Joanne Kathleen Rowling
made a public appoarance when she rend from the book
and answered questions fram children, nsing a live web-
cast that attracted 500 million viewers. Al the same lime,
the now Hary Potter merchandise went on  sale

everywhere,

Harry Potter seems (o have become a product for
marketing and merchandize, Even the soft drinks
company Coce-Coia has used Hary Potter in its
advertisements. Some people, however, are not happy.
They complain that companies are making a profit out of
a wontlerful story that should live in the imagination of
children,

Yet it i5 also tue that the regl power of Harry
Matter can be seen in the massive inerease in the nomber

of children who are reading for pleasure. Mr Dawis, o
publisher, claims that ‘more families are going to
bookshops together, and anything encouraging that is a
good thing." He also points out that any compay which
uses Harry Potter to promote jts products alsa has to
invest in educational programmes to promate reading in
schools, This has a powerful effect, as Rowling has
recognised in her many meetings with young people.

Rowling has spoken to thovsands of children
from all over the werld who have read her books. For
wany, Harry Potier is the very first book thoy have read.
Some were even teenpgera! She has also met patents of
‘reluctant readers’- children who hate rending. They say
that their childrem have develeped a teading habit simply
because they loved Hary Potter so much, Rowling is
richer than the Queen of England hecause of her hooks
but she zays that poiting chifdren to read is her biggest
reward.

Part Two — Group Discussion {Total (ine: 2 minntes preparasion, 10 minstes discussion)

Your sehoal has fust set up a Book Club as an extra-curricular activity for students. ¥ou and the other members of the Club are
holding an informal meeting.

At the start of the meeting, you could tatk about the impact popular books have on young readers. You could then discuss how
reading can be an enjoyable hobby, and why young people (ind some books more interesting than others. Finally, you should
plan some activities for the coming year to promote reading among students at your schaaol,

Yow do not aeed to come to a fimal decision or ta reach a conclusion fo yowr discussion.  Fou showld 1y fo discuss beth the
contert and procedicres invelved i your discussion task, You canro! iake notes or wrile during the discussion.

The examiners canro! answer any questions about the instructions ar the rask you have io divenss. | you have any questions,
Yau may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an accepiable part of vour group discussion, and will be assessed, jw’

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

T ol

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 8



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE

Set 3

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Pari One — Individual Presentations (742 minuies coch; total tine: 8 minutes}

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your ewn epinions or ideas.

Woo-ing the world with his films

Mission [mpossiblc 2 has been one aof the most
successful films in recent years, With high-speed car
chases, non-stop action and gun battles, this §im is
typical of the work of Joht Waoo, *JTolm who?® yvou may
ask, Well, John Woo was once a poor, hemelass child
born in sonthern China, who later found international
fame and foriume through his unique style of mavie
making, ‘So many directors have tried to copy Woo,
said one Ametican producer, "but no one has ever got
close 1o his type of action film."

It appears that Woo wanted to be a film director at
any cost. As a teenager, he had littic money and to
satisfy his interest in films, he stole books on movies
from local libreties and baakstores! Woo came to Hong
Kong at the age of three but he became increasmgly
{frustrated and bored with local films, He started to watch
Americen movies and these greatly influenced his own

and, two years later, helped Jackie Chan in his first major
film. Although Woeo was buay, he bad not become very
well known. That all changed in 1986,

“Watehing a Woo film is like watching 2 violent
ballet dance,” said one film reviewer follpwing the
telease of hiz movie 4 Berrer Tomorrow in 1986, I
became one of Hong Kong's top films and helped launch
the acting careers of Leslie Cheung and Chow Yun-Fat.
Having achieved soccess in Hang Kong, Woo headed for
America.

His suecess continued with the 1997 film, Face
Off, followed by the super hit The Replacemeant Killers in
t9%8. “His achicwements are even greater when you
coasider that he s the very first Asian flmmaker to
direet a major Hollywood Wockbusier like Mission
fmpasgibiz 2', said the editor of Mowie Weekiy.

style of films later. In 1973, he divected his Arst movie

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparatian, 10 minntes discussion)
You and the others in your group are members of the Film Club at your school. You are holding the Club's first meeting to plan
activities for the coming term.

To start your meeting, you should dissuss same of the ways you can promote films to students through the Club, and the types
of films you could show. You may alse want to tallc about other activities to organise, and how you vauld help students whe
want to learn about making films,

You do mot aced io come te o final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion.  You shonld 1y to discuss both the
eantent and proceduras invelved In your discussion task, You cannot fake motes or write during the divcisvion,

The axaminers canno! answer ory questions about the instructions or the task you have fo discuss. [ you have any questions,
You may disewss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of vour gronp discussion, and will be assessead.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 9




DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate B

Preparation Time

{Toral time: 1 minites)

Part One - Individual Presentations  (7%—2 minutes each; total time: 8 rinntes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to usc as the basis for ¥our presentation, but should make the presentation 1o
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas:

Born in Hong Kong

Jackiz Chan's Chinese name actually memns
‘Boin in Hong Keng' and thiz seems perfect for one of
Hong Eong's favowritc celebrities. His worldwide
success 1s not due to his looks, but instesd, & combination
of physical streapth and personal determination, This
determination wes clear frem a young age when he
trained in the traditienal Chinese artzs of singing, acting,
acrobatics and martial arts. He even studicd opera in
Hong Kong with a proup cajled 'The Seven Little
Fortunes".

Tackie is now an international celebrity but he sl
tiolds one more ambition. He wants people to temember
him by saying 'Oh wes, Jackie Chan. He was great!
That dreamn is quite likely to come true, In the 1970s,

What T added were the fight scenes and the stunts,” Chan
recalled, In a shott time, films like Drunken Marer and
Folice Story had tumed Jackie Chan into a superstar.

In 1996, Chan wan the hearts of fans in America
with his action mavie Rumble in the Sronx, and became
one of the first Asian stars to {ind success in the 1JSA.
‘It was the first time ! had seen an eetor do stunts like
that — he jumped from buildmgs and cars — jt was
incredible,’ satd ene of Tackie's fang in New York,

Howaver, those dangerous stunts have come at a
price. White performing one stunt, Jackie Chan fall from
a tree, landed on his bead and broke his skulll But this
has not stopped him and his recent film Rusk Howr I

many people felt that Jackie Chan was just like Bruce
Lee, but Tackie had other plans for his films. * watched
the old silent films from Ameriea and realised that
camedy, movement and Gming were very fmportant,

made over USF200 miilivn — 2 *hom in Hong Kong®
supetstar?

from e

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tatal sime: 2 minutes preparasion, 10 minutes disciession)

Wou and the other2 in your group are members of the Film Club at your school. You are holding the Ciub’s firat meeting to plan
activities for the coming term,

To start your meeting, you should discuss some of the ways you can promote films to students throngh the Club, and the types
of films you could show. Yeu may also want to talk about other activities to arganize, and how vou could belp stodents who
want to leatn aboot making films.

Yor de not need in come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion 1o yonr discussion.  You showld try to discuss both the
enntent and procedures involved in your discussion wsh. You cannot take notes or write during the discussian,

The examiners connot answer any questions abowt the instructions ar the task you have to disenss, If you have ony questions,
You may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Toral fime: 10 minutes}

Part One - Individual Presentations  (7%—2 minwies ezch; total dme: § minnres)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but sheuld maks the presentation in
your own words, If yon wish, you can add your ewn opinions or ideas,

The legend lives on

Tn 1973, cne of the most famous movie stars in
the wotld died at the young ape of thirty-twa in Kowloon
Tong. Turing bis short life, Bruce Les made Hong Keang
Eamous through his filins and became one of the top 100
best-kmowa people of the 20th century, necordimp to
Time magazing in Ametica. Thirty years after his death,
Bruce Lee, the famous film star and martial arts fighter,
is possibly Hang Kong's most famous citizen.

‘He was the very frst Chinese superstar in
Haliyweaod,” said actar Chuck Marms, ‘His whele life
was an example of determination.” Bruce Lee, who grew
up in & small flat in Tsim Sha Tsui and attended La Salle
College, set out to make people more aware of Chinese
cultare, Bruce Lee once said, ‘T want te show the werld
what our culture i3 Like, Americans don't really know

in a TV series and within a short time, Hong Kong and
Hullywood were paying attention to his name. However,
he found it difficult to get film toles in Amenica beeause
he was a forsigner. He returned to Heng Kong and
started meking movies with a local producer. By 1972,
his filmis were bregking hox office records in Hong Kong
and in February 1973, his flm Erter the Drogon made
him an international supersiar.  Tragically, he died
suddenly a few mantha later.

At Leg's funeral in Kowloon, several thonsand
people came to pay their last respects to a man whe had
enjoyed a remarkable life. Bruce Lee once said that even
if he died suddenly, he would have no regets.  “What
I've done, T've done to the hest of my ability and you
can't expect much more from life.”

enough about us.’*

In 1964, Lee established the Kung Fu Institute
America for martin] arts. Soon afier, he was given a role

Part Two -- Group Discussion  (Toral time: 2 minutes preparation, 18 minutes discussion}
Yuau atid the others in your graup are metnbers of the Film Club at yeur school. You are holding the Club's first meeting to plam
activities for the coming term.

Ta start your mesting, you should discuss some of the ways you can promate films to students through the Club, and the types
of films you could shew. You may also want to talk about other activilies 1o organise, and how you could help students who
want to leam ahout making flms.

You da not need to come to a final decision or fo reach a conclusion fo your discussion. You showld try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your diseussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners comngt answer any guestions abowt the instructions or the task you have {o discuss. If you have any questions,
you may diseuss thept among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate D

Preparation Time  (Toral ime: 10 minnres)

Part One - Individual Presentations {1 72=2 meinites cach; total time: 8 minttes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis far your presentation, but sheuld make the presentation in
your ewn words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas,

Spellbinding Spielberg

In the history of cinema, ene director stands out n
recent times, His movies have been soroe of the most
successful ever.  Still, Steven Spielbetg continues ta
entertain ug in his own unique way. From the age of

" twelve, he started making movies and by the time he Teft
school he had made eight films! By 1971, his first film
was released for TY and received a lot of praise from
film critics, Tn [975, he showed the world what amazing
talent he bad by directing Jaws, a film about a kilier
shark, The movie made pesple arqund the werld afraid
of swimmimg in the seal

That film started & series of blockbuster movies
that brought in millions of dollas and intemnational
awards for Spiglberp. If people were asked o think of a
famous film, there is a strong chance that they wouid

of this temarkahle man. His films have featured action,
war, aligns, dinesaurs, love and comedy, and they have
won hitm two Best Director awards at the Dscars,

*It's 1ike working with a masier, Everyone whao is
&n actor wants to work with Spielberg because he is 20
good,’ said one top American actor, ['s not just films
that Spielberg is involved in, however,

im 1995, plong with twao other powerful people
from the film industry, he helped to establish a
parinership with the computer firm Microsoft called
DreamWorks  Interactive.  This company produces
intevactive games, videas and even tesching materials.
Spiclberg’s work focuses on the hape and wander that is
in everyone. As he himself says, °T dream for a Hving.

name one produced or directed by Spielbers. furassic What can be better?”
Park, ET, Indiang Jones, Saving Privie FRyan,

Schindler's List as welf as the recent 4. T are all the work

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minatas preparation, 10 minstes discrssion)
You and the others in your group ere members of the Film Club at your schonl, Yoo are hoiding the Club's first meeting to plan
activitics for the coming term.

Tn start your meeting, you shonld discuss some of the ways you can promaote [ilms to students through the Club, and the types
of films you could show. Yau may also want to talk about other activities to organise, and how you could help students wha
wanl to learn aboul making films.

You do not recd 1o come in a final decision or io reach a conclusion to pour discussion. You should iy ta discuss both the
content and pracedures imvolved in yaur discussion task. ¥ou eannot tuke notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannal answer any questions cbout the instructions ar the task vou have to discuss. if you™hmve amy guestions,
Jpue may diseuss them emong yourselver and that will be an accepiable part af yaur group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE S et 4
Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Toraf time: 10 reinutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations 77 %2 mintes each; total time: 8 minutes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes ko use as the hasis for your presentation, bt should make the presentation in
yaur own words. [ you wish, you can add your own apiniens or ideas.

Read more about schools
The vast majotity of parents are comvinced that g school, Tt is crucial for parents to find out if the schoal
good schoal is oue that secures for theit children better has a good mechanism for quality assuvence. To do so,
aoademie resulis pnd henee, better universify and carcer parents may need to have aceess to published reports of
optiens. any inspections of the school by the Education and
, Manpower Bureau. Such reports may enlighten parents
These parents tend to believe that schaols with 2 on the structuve of the curniculum at a particular school,
good reputation provide better education, and that this and how this epters to itz stodents’ leaming needs.
puarantees snccess in exeminations. Tn arder to locate Parents shonld alse enguire if the school offets p broad
the hest schoals, it is necessary to invest a huge amaunt range of academic subjects for students to choase from
of time rescarching a school to find out how its students geconding 1o their intercsts and strengths. One parent,
liave fared compared to others. Parents refer to the Mrs Tang, wanted her son to get into a top schonl, and is
schaol's prospectus, tead up about it on its website and glad that she toek the time to read up about her options.
tallc to other parents whose children ate studying at the ‘1 now fect confident that this school will Zive him the
schools they have identified as good. Parents holicve that hest chance of getting to the top,” she retnarks,
comparing the schaols’ exam resuls and their university
admission rates will help them wmake the best choice for Sp, thorough research and in-depth inquiry is
their children. needed to ensure parents make the mast informed choice
for theiv children.
According 1o educstionalizts, however, this does
not pive parents a full picture of the performance of (he

Part Two — Group Iiscussion  (Toraf time: 2 minntes preperation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and the members of your group &re voluntary helpers of a welfare association in your district.  You have decided to
produce a Good Schools Guide for parents in the community.

In producing the Gride, decide what your criteria are fora * good’ schaol, Yeou may also want to suggest tn parents how and
where they can cofleet information abmut what different schaols offer. Comsider shat clse you wish to include in the bookler
and haw it could be made more useful and informative for parents,

You do not need to come fo @ final decition or 10 reach a conclision in your discussion. You skould try to discuss both the
content and procedures invalved in your discussion task, Yout cannol take notes or write during the discussion

The axaminers conpol answer any quesiions about the mstruerions or the task you hiave to discuss. If you have any guestions,
vou may discuss them emong yourselves and that will be an accepiable part of your group discussion, and will be assesned.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 13



Candidate B

DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE

Preparation Time

{Total ime: 10 mringtes)

Part One — Individual Presentations

(I ¥~2 wrimidtes caclhy tatal time: 8 mintres)

Read the foilowing passage. Yau may make netes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own wards. 1f you wish, yoo can add your awn opinions ot ideas.

Experience it for yourself

To some patents, 2 pood education is one that
offers their children 2 chance not only to cxcel in their
studies, but alsa to enjoy school life and teaming.

Mrs Sze aprees. Tn her view, the best gift parents
can offer their children is & happy childhood. She is thus
trying very hard to s=arch for  schoel that will help her
only son develop a pood character and positive lcaming
attitude. She particularty wants to avold sending him to a
scheal which places an overwlelming cmphasis on
examination results and exerts too much pressure on him.
To her, what counts much more than the educational
qualifizations of the teaching staff and the unmiversity
entry results is the leaming snviromment, the facilities
and the range of activities the school is able to offer.
These will ensure her som has a positive experience at
school and develops creativity, independent thinking and
self-confidence.

Mrs Sze thinks that reading brochures about
schools is not enough. To help her decide iF schools can
deliver all that they promise in these printed materials,
she attends their Open Days, as she faels this will gve
her a clearer pictare of the school. This also allmws her
to sce the leaming environment, maet sidents and And
out how thay like the school. She can also obscrve how
relaxed, comforiable and confident the students are.
Listening carefully to what students tell her about the
schacl also gives her a better insight into what the school
values, Of course, Mis Sze has a change to sk her owm
aquestinms and to see the range af facilities and rezources,
activities, proprammes and schemes available at the
school for her child to chossa from,

Like Mrs Sze, most parents are determined to try
evory possible means to make sure they have made the
best choice,

Part Two — Group Discussion

{Toeal time: 2 miniges prepavation, 10 mimutes discussion)

st = == T WL ::.:1

You and the members of your group are voluntary helpers of o welfare associadion in your district. You bave decided
produce a (nod Schools (uide for parents in the community.

In producing the Guide, decide what your criteria are for a “good” school. You tay alse want to sugpest to parents how and

where they ¢an collect information about what different schools offer. Comsider what else you wizh to include in the boaklet
and how it could be made move useful and informative for parents.

You do not need to come to a final declsian or 1o recch o conclusion te yaur discussion. You should iry ta discuss hoth the

conten! and procedures involved In your discussion task. You cennot take notes or write during the discussian.

The examiners cannot answer any guestions abord the instructions or the task you have o discuss. If vou have any questions,

you may discuss them emong yoursefver and that will be an acceptable part of your granp discussion, and will be assersed.

v

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 14
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate C

Preparation Time fTotal tinte: 10 mingres)

Pari One — Individual Presentations (742 minuies each; total fime: 8 minutes)

Read the following passage. Yon may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your owi wovds, Tf you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Talk to the teachers

Iy their search for a good school, some parents
tnay have fajled to realizse that there is nathing rmore
impertant than finding a school that suits their children.

Mr Donald Cole, an expert in the field of child
gounselling, edwvises parents to first understand what their
ghildren need, end then find a school that will suit them
hest, Mr Cole belicves that most parends know their
children much better than anyone else in matters related
to their everyday life; but when it comes to learning,
perhaps not. To develop r bhetter understanding of a
child's learming needs, Mr Cale's recommendation is:
‘Ask teachers for a view of your child's needs and
abilitics. Ask tusted relatives and ftiends how they see
your child, as both an individual and as a member of
socicky.”

In his view, getting a “feel’ of the schoal is of parameunt
importance, He therefore urges parents o attempt o
meet somne of the 1eachers 0 the scheol en Open Days,
This cnables them to evaluate the teachers® enthusiasm
for teaching, to assess their love for children and te find
out iowr skilled and sensitive they ate. 'How well your
chitdren leam depends on the type of teacher they have,’
says Mr Cole. Of course, it is also crucinl that parents
prepare in advance a short list of questions they would
like responses to and make sure they pet amswers to
them. By talking to reachers, he is also comyvinced that
parents will be better able to judge how the teachers can
address their needs and (hose of their ¢hildren as well.

Unless parcots really enter the school and meet
the teackets, it mey be difficelt to make the most

informed chaice.
Mr Cole suggests a untque approach in finding a
school that meets parents’ and children's preferences.

Part Two — Group Discusston  ¢Toral tirme: 2 minwres preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
You and the members of your group are volmbary heipers of 2 welfare association in your distrist.  You have decided to
produce a Good Sekools Guide for parents in the commmumity,

In producing the Guide, decide what your criterfa are for a *good’ school, You may also waent to suggest to parents how and
where fhey can collest information shont what different schools offer. Consider what ¢lse you wish ta include in the booklet
and how it could e made mere uscfu! and mformative for parents.

You do not nead o come to o firal decision or lo reach o conclusion e your discussion, You sheudd try tn discuss both the
content and procedures invelved in your discussion tack. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions ahout the instruciions or the task you have fo disciss. If you have any guestions,
yor may diseuss them amang yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 15



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PACGE
Candidate D

i

3 Preparation Time (Total incg: 1 mirnutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  7%-2 minutes earh; total ime: 8 minutes)

Erad the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your preacntation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, [fyou wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Seeking alternative curricula

For mest parctts, choosing 4 scheal for their but also depth of study. ‘At & very young age, they leamn
children is no eagy task. In fact, most find the decision a creative thinking and leadership skills and are givem
difficult one and the process confusing. Parents n chances to participate in basic decisivn-making,' a
general seem to favowur schools which offcr a traditional teacher says, Thesc schools also have the Fecdom to
curicalum.  However,  expeticnced  teachers  are awatd marks for community service, the arts and sports,
suggesting that parents consider schoals that adept an An all-rounded development is therefore promoied,
pltetnative curticulum, Alfthough patents have to pay higher foes, the extra

resources are peeded to aupport such curticula,
A group of teachers who have been in the

profession for over ten years have recently formed an The orgamisation is awars that most fec-paying
orgenisation to advise parents on their cheice of schoal tndependent schoels have a further advantage. In
for their children. The group is encouraging parents to additien to smaller class sizes, the classtooms are
choase schools thet have a greater feedom over their fumished with ‘large tahles and flexible scating
curticula, such as the Direct Subsidy Scheme (D385} armangements in order to cncourage students to work in
Schoels and private independent schools. These schools groups and to interact freely with each other.

often provide students with wider cheices in school

subjects, reflecting their more global sotfook in Muore and more parents ate wow <comsidering
education. In one of them, for mstance, stndents can paying o larger sum of mency to enahle their children to
study two or three languages, plus  humanities, enjoy 8 new curmiculum and experience a different kind
mathematics, physical educatiom, sciences, arts wnd of education.

techtelogy. This provides them with not only breadth,

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 mingies discussion)

You and the members of your group are voluntary helpers of a welfare association in your district. You have decided to
preduce A rosd Sehools Gride for parents in the commuonity,

In producing the Guide, decide what your eriteria are for o *good’ school. You may alsg want to suggest (o parents how and
where they can collect infermation about what different schools offer. Consider what clse you wish to include in the booklet
anid how it could be made more useful and informative for parents.

You dn not need to come to a final decision or to reack a conclusion ta yvour discussion, You should try to discuss both the
content and procedives invelved in your discussion tash. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion,

The examiners cannol answer any quesiions aboul the instructions er the task you have to disenss. I you have any guestions,
vau gy disenss them among yourselves and that will be an acrepiable port of yvour group discussion, and wilf be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE

Set 5

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Tocal vime: 18 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentafions  (F4-2 sriniwes eachy tofal time: § miniges)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but shairld make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Looking forward to listening

It is ot unusual to hear stadents groan when they
have a listening lesson. For them, listening lessons test
their note-taking skills, and are far from enjoyable.

Az the listening paper is a major component of the
Use of English syllabus, many teachers get their students
1o do 2 number of practice papers to prepare them for the
all-important public- examination. However, they do not
really acquire the necessary skills, or find theie lessons
appealing.

There are, however, stme enterprising teachers it
a number of schools who are of the frm belief that
students will leam = iot, and more effectively, when their
lessoms refate fo their interests. Some English teachers in
a school in Kowloon have prepared their own listenming
resources, A lot of hard work has gone {nto the process
of potting the matenals together. Contemporary sonps,

needed. Stndents are tavght to listen for gist, speaker’s
tone, main points and specific grammatical items like
tenses, The emcourapging tesulia and the enthusiastic
respemse of the students are inspiring teachers to carry on
the good waork. Tt iz easy to see why the students in this
particuler sehool loak lorward to their listening lessons.

Listening skills are also taught at the primary
fevel. One teacher, Mrs Chan, trains her students’
listening =kills by quizzing them about announcements
made over (be PA system or talks given during assembly.
Bafore B talk or annmumcement, she asks them 0
pnticipate  what they will hear. This makes them
especiafly Attentive and they are rewarded with stickers
for answerng questions correctly. The children soom
realise that language skills are not just learnt in lessons,
*They are motivated to learn and so, T have achieved my
ohjective,’ says Mrs Chan,

stories, comversabons between young people, news
reports about locel tdals, etc. are used 1o teach the skills

Part Two — Groep Discussion  (Totaf time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minputes discussion)

The caerdinator of the Enghish Club at your schaol wanks to involve senior students im s plan to help new Form One students at
the school improve their English. She has asked members of the English Club to suggest activities that can be held during the
lunch break to achieve thiz aim.

Your proup is meeting to think af activities that can help the students use the language in a natural and creative way. Yeu
shauld also try to think of other reasons for choosing these activities and how they could benefit the students,

You do not need to come (o a final decision or to reack a conclusion to your discussion, Fou should try to discuss bath the
conteni and procedures invalved in your discussion task. You eannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The exgminers caiRo! TASWEr any questions aboid the mmstruciians or the task you have fo discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceprable part of your group discussion, and will be assegsed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Total time: I8 minutes)

Part One - Individual Presentations (742 minwtes cack; total time: 8 minntes)

Reed the following passage. You may rnake notes ko use ag the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas,

Speaking spontaneously

it James Tan was new ta the teaching profession,
Keen on doing a good job, he spent hours teaching his
students English conversation using the exercises in tha
prescribed textbook. His studenis, bowever, seemed to
think hia lessans were lifeless and were not motivated to
use the language. The exercises did not seem to serve
amy purpese as they were far removed from their ife
EXPEriences.

Eager to rectify the sitwation, Mr Ten sought help
from his colleagues. One teacher, Mra Law, a semier and
well-respected member of the English Panel, fvited him
1o ohserve her lessons. This was to help him gel some
ideas about teaching speaking skills. He did so, and was
truly inspired by her highly motivating lessons, Mr Tan
noted that she always pave her students realistic tasks
which helped them wse the lmguage natumally and to

Mr Tan observed r fesson where there waz a
visiting prafesser from mainland China. During the
lessom, Mrs Law asked her Form One students to prepare
queations for an interview with the visitor. Mt Tan saw
how the studants, who Arst started with their prepared
questions, noickly moved on to asking spontaneous
questions., Having (he professor @ the classroom
willingly answering their questicns wes a stmulus, I
wag surprised at the spontaneous interaction and realised
how wvital it is to make an oral English lesson relevant to
the needs of the studemts and cater ta their interests,’ said
an amaged Mr Tan,

Armed with this newfound knowledge, he was
bursting with enthesiasm to see the positive results of s
modified reaching methoads. Sure enouph, there was a
marked change in the leaming atmosphete, giving great

| their benefit, She would ask her students to interview
tourists in Tsim Sha Tsui, get the opintons af non-
I Chinese reachers about speeific topics, and discuss
: everyday sociat issnes.

satisfaction to the young educator,

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparatian, 10 minuies discusston)

The caordinator of the English Club at your schoe] wants to involve semior students in a plan to help new Form One shudents at
the school improve their English, She has asked members of the English Club to sugpest activities that can be held during the
lunch break to achieve this aim.

Your group is meeting to think of activities that can help the students use the language n a natural and creative way. You
should alse try to think of ather reasons for cheasing these actvities and how they could benefit the students.

Yeu dp net need to come ta a final deciston or to reech a conclusion to your discussion.  You shonld iry te discuss both the
conten! and procedures fnvolved in vour discussion fask. You cannoi take notes or wiiie during the discussion,

The examiners cannot annwer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. I you have any questions,
you may diseuss them amang vourselves and that will be an aeceptoble part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 18



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Total time: 18 minutes}

Part One - Individual Presentations  (74-2 minnutes each; total time: 8 minites)

Read the following passage. ¥ou tmay make notea o use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
vour own words. IF you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Reading with relish

David hes & story read to him every mght. His
father reads him a2 oew story daily, bringing the
characters ta life with his wivid deseriptions, adding
exciternent with aciions and the way he uses his voice.
As a result, David picks up 2 book whenever he can and
wants to read. He {5 a keen reader snd knows quite a faw
words, He ta tmly four years old.

Many children, like David, enjoy reading, as their
paremts bave helped form this habit at an early age. At
schools, where reading lessens are an integral part of the
curriculum, childven also develop an mterest in reading,
Some schools in Hong Eong give a Tot of impertance to
reading. Pupils are expected to wead a certatn qumber of
books every motth. Reading is done for pleasure and
under no pressure, Tn a short time, the results of this
appreach are evident in the language sidents use, The
students’ general knowledze and ereativity are also some

Reading prograrmmes have been itnpletnented in
schools because educators are aware of the verety of
Ieatning outcomes that can be achieved, The Extensive
Rcading Scheme is one such pragramme which
advocates that students tead according to their ability.
Teachers rnanitor the progress of students using a variety
of activities like teacher-pupil conferencing, writing
book teports and evaluating the books read, Reading
comers arc 2 corwmen feature found in many schonts,
“We aim to moke the comer an open, inviting place
where stedents cam cijoy reading or just hrowsing
through books,” said one teacher at a school n Sha Tin,

Reading helps childeen leatn more about the
world arund them, and impreves their language skills.
Books open up endlcss possibilities for our children to
learn, Is it not & good iden to get them inta the reading
habit ns early as possible?

areas showing improvement.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minntes preparation, 18 minutes disenssion)
The coordinator of the English Club at your school wants to involve senior students in a pian to help new Form One students at |
the schoof improve theit English, She has asked members of the English Club to suggest activitics that can be held during the -
lunch break to achieve this aim. :

Your group is meeting to think of activities that can help the students use the language W a natural and creative way. You
should also try o think of other reasons for choasing fliese activities and how they could benefit the students,

You do not need to come to a final decision or io reach a conclision to your discussion, You should try to discuss both the
cantent and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes pr weite during the disenssion.

The axaminers cannet answer any questions about the instructions or the fask you have @ diseuss. If you have any guestions,
you may discuss them among yourselver and that will be an acceplable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate D

Preparation Time  (Total fime: 10 minptes)

Part Ome — Individual Presentations (732 minnres each; totaf time: 8 minwres)

flead the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the prasentation in
your ewn wards. If vou wish, you cen add your own opinions or ideas.

Wanting to write

‘Story in a bag’, a writing activity designed by
Anna, 1 student teacher, was a huge seccess with a Form
Three clags. The task was done in groups, Each group
was given a bag containing a few objects ke a penci),
tape, a cup, a 2oft oy, and so on. Once the members had
picked five items, they had to create a story using all of
them. The teacher had prepared them for whiting stories
by discussing end demonstrating the required techniques
end easential elements of story writing, The result of the
coflaborative learning effort was cight fraginative, well-
writien stories.

Another suceess story with tegard ) writing was
due to the efforts of a teacher to make learning
meanmgful, Mr George Hung's students wete omly
interested in getting high marks and were not intarested
in learning. Howevet, he did not give up on his class
and in every lesson, he infected eothugsiasm by using

taught his students the effectiveness of short sentences
using an extract from a book called The Diary of Adrian
Mole — a book about a teenager and his thoughts, By
giving the students a suitable context to work on, he
ensuted that studemts could relate to the issues. As a
rasult, outstanding work was produced,

Writing should be a product of the smdems’
creativity, a way of cxpressing themselves, It could be in
the form of postcards o friends, mvitations to birthday
parties or posters for a new club, Thers is no Hmit to the
possibilities. If students can see the purpoze of the task,
and are given muidance and positive foeedback for the
work done, they will ceriainly want to write.

Writing lessons need not be boring — it is up to
teachers to think of ways to make them purposefl rnd
interesting,

; materials  from a varety of sources like video
programmes, newspapers, and magazines, Once, he

| Part Twa — Group Discussion  (Totaf fime: 2 minutes prepiration, 10 minutes discnssion}

i The eoordmater of the English Club at your schogl wants to invelve scnior students in a plan to help new Form One students at
the school improve their English. She has asked members of the English Club to suggest activities that can be held during the
lunch break to achieve this aim.

Your group is meeting o think of activities that can help the students wse the lamguage in 2 natural and creative way. You
should alsy try to think of other reasons for choosing these astivitics and how they could benefit the students.

Your do novt need to eome ta a final decision or io reach a conclusion to your discussion. You showld v o discuss both the
conten! and procedures invelved in your discussion task. You canrot toke netes or write during the discussion.,

The gxaminers eanrot answer any questions abowd the instructions or the task you have to discrss. If you have any guestions,
o may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an ecceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 6

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Tota! time: 18 minutes)

Part One — Individoal Presentations 742 minmier cack; tatal time: § minutes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the hasis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own waords. If you wish, you can add your swn opinions or ideas,

Online chatrooms

Cvery afternoon, when Mary retums home from
school, she goes onling and logs en to her favourite
chatroom, nften staying there until late st night.

But what is a cheiroom? A chatroom is a *real-
tirne” chat area on the Tntemet where uzers click on tapics
rapping from pop eulture to palifics, and talk to others
who shate the same interests. They cam alsa crcate a
chatroom on a tapic of their cholce. All users must
register bo participate. Once registerad, uzers “talk’ to
cach other by typing mn a text box; they can see the
comversation an the screen 85 they type.

However, experts from Childnet Intemnationel, s
charity devoted to Internet safety, wam children and their
parcnts that chatreoms are nob risk-free and that parents
should be yery careful in choosing suitable chatrooms for
their children. ‘Safer’ charrooms are ones that clearly

unsuitable materfal, and are monitored by a team of
responsible and properly trained adults. This team
moderates what poes an in the chatrooms and regularly
checks the content of the messages that appear. To
emsarg safely, parents are advised to talk to their children
mare often, 10 encourape themn to share what they are
doing on the Internet and to find out wha theit online
friends are. Children should also be reminded not o
disclose their personal information to people they do not
know it the ren] world. Keeping the children’s computer
in 8 toom shared by the whole family is another way to
supervise them.

R while there are exciting opportumities on the
Internet to engepe children like Mary in online
interaction with peuple of their own age, they need to be
aware of the possible dangers of chatroems and
safeguard themselves from potential harm,

state  they have fiters for abusive langusge and

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tetal time: 2 minntes preparation, 18 minutes discussion)

You and the others in your proup sre on the committze of the Computer Society at your scheol. The Society has decided to
design & poster on the vse of the Internet, both at school and et home, n order Lo draw students’ atiention o the benefits end
potenital tisks of online setivities.

You are meeting to decide what sugpestions you would Kke to include in the poster. You could also discuss where to display
the poster and how to design it to make it appealing to the students,

Yo do not need to come to a final decision or to reach o conclusion te your discussion. You should try in diseuss both the
content and procedures invalved in your discussion task. You eannat take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannof answer amy guellions abow the instructions or the taxk you have to discuss. If yow have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourseives and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Total time: 1% nrinutes)

.r'
|
|
I
|

Part One — Individual Presentations  {74-2 minuies each; toral time: § minstes)

Read the following passage. You may maice notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation o
your ewn words, Tf you wish, you can add your ewn opiniens or ideas.

Online diaries

A growing number of tecnagers who have the
habit of writing diaries are now trning to online dindes,
seeing them as a new kind of experience,

losie Li, a sixth-form stodent, maintaing an ooline
dirry, She sees this online wiitten world not only as a
site whete she can store her mast treasuied memories,
interesting encounters, special thoughts and persomal
problems, but also as a means of commmumicatng with
local and oversess friends. ‘It saves me the time of
writing letiers to each ona of them,’ she says. FIf they ara
interested in findmg oot how T am deing at school and
my tatest news, they can simply tog on to the website and
read about mie,’ she adds. OF course, what makes online
diaries distinetively different from traditional ones, is that
gthers can alse read the writer’s entrics and write back,

private Tives of the writers gre made public. They wam
teenagers of the danger of revealing their personal
feelings and information te strangers.  Hewever, Josie
docs not share this worry, Last week she rocceived an
encoutaging ‘cheer wp® message from a stranger after
writing aheut her disappointment at failing a History tegt,
Cat of curlosity, Josie reads about others’ personal lives,
*1 {eel T have learnt a Tot from readmg other prople's
stories ~ kmowing what thay encounter in their everyday
lives and how they deal with problems,’ she claims.

Times have chenged. Traditional diaries used to
be kept under lock and key and other people would never
be allowed to pet their hands on them. Diaries are now
written with the someone's-going-to-read-it thoopght m
mind. Don't ehildren see this as= a loss of their privacy?

Monetheless, some pavents and teachers worty
ghout the fact that using online diaries means that the

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Torad time: 2 minutes preparation, 18 minutes discussion)

You and the others m your group are on the committee of the Computer Society at your school. The Society has desided to
design a poster en the use of the [niemet, both at schoel and at home, in order to draw studenls’ attention to the benefita and
potential nisks of online activines.

You are meeting to decide what suppestions you would like to tnclude in the poster. Yon coald also discuss where to display
the pester and haw to design it to make it appealing to the stodents,

You do not need to come to o final decision or 0 reach a conclusion to your discussion.  You should t#y to discusy Both the
comtent and procedures invalved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the instructions or the task you have to diseuss. [f you have any questions,
you meay disenss them among yourrelvey and that will be an acceptable part of your group diseussion, and will be assessed.
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Total ime: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Prasentations  (74-2 minntes eack; total time: 8 minutes)

Read the following passage. You may rmake notes to use a5 the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your awn words, T you wish, you can add your own gpinions or ideas.

Online games

New technolugy has made online games one af
the most exciting ways for the younger generation ko use
the computer. The wide varisty of games on the Tnternet
and the sense of epjoyment they offer fascinate
teEnapers.

Dienie] is very enthusiastie about playing games,
sach as chess and action games, ooline. Acconding to
him, therz are thousands of easily dewnlaadable games
avaflable from which he can choose. "You can either
play one-to-one against the computer of join 2 muiki-
player team game,’ he explaing. As there is no physical
barrier on’ the Intemnes, Daniel sees this as an excellent
opportunity for him to meet net-users from all around the
world., He prefers team games with everseas players and
enjoys the fim of leatning how to play them. In addition,
Daniel feels that playing these games can give him e
great sense of achievement for two reasons. Fitst, he can
choosa the heginners’ level, As he gets more advanced

certain action games he is able to not anly cam points,
but also win onling weapons from other players, He
finds this very appealing.

~ Recently, however, there have been several news
veports ‘'about teenagers committing suicide because of
such games. Tn one case, & ninstesn-year old student
plunged to his death because the weapoms he won afier
many sleepless nights had been stalen by another online
player who hacked mio his computer. There have also
been many other mstances of teenagers suffeting from
heslth problems because of addietion o such games, or
developing  violent behaviour throngh copying the
actions fn the games.

In view of such preblems, pacents and teachers
are advised to monitar their chiidren more closely and to
warm them of the dangers of over indulging in online
EAMES.

in his skills, he con move on to higher levels. Second, In

Part Two — Group Discussion . {Total time: 2 minntes preparation, 18 minutes discussion)

You and the others i your group are on the committee of the Computer Society at your school. The Sosiety has decided to
design n poster on the use of the Mtemet, both at school and at home, i arder to draw students™ atiention to the benedits and
potential risks of online activities,

You are meeting to decide what suggestions you would like to include in the poster. You could also discuss where to display
ihe poster and how to design it ko make it appealing to the students.

You do not need to come to a fined decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to disenss bath the
content and procedures imvolved in your discussion task. Fou canrot take notes or write during the discusrion.

The exominers cannol answer any giestions about the lnstructions or the task you have fo discuss. [f you hmve any questions,
you may discuss them among yoursehees and that will be an aceeptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.
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Candidate D

Preparation Time  (Toral thmer 16 minutes)

Part One - Individual Presentations 1742 minutes eqch; toief tme: § mintes)

Pead the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for vour presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

|

Online ‘meetings’

Onlne conferencing and net meetings wsing
webeatng have become increagingly popular over the past
few years, WNow, business comorations ave nat the gnly
ones making use of such online environments to contact
their ¢lients wotldwide. Friends and families are equally
enthusiastic about using thia form of technology te meet
anline,

Emily, a umiversity undergraduate who s
currently ot an exchanpe programme in Canada {oe one
semester, 15 a great fan of the webcam. She ocwns a
portable witeless webeam and uses it to catch up with her
family and friends in Hong Kong. Whenever she logs on
te the Internel, she switches on the device so that they
can see her online. She has recently even installed a
programmme that emables her to talk inte her portahble
webcam.  She camies it around her room as ghe
communicates with her parents and laved ones. 'In this
way, when [ talk to my parents and best fiends, we can

ug,’ she says. ‘Last week [ celebrated nuy birthday with
my friends in Canada and my paremts saw the whole
thing.’

However, there is a real fear that this device may
have potential dsks for teenagers if not used properiy.
The denger of falking to strampers on  web-hased
commmunicatien pragrammes, such as onling messenger
services, are all too obvious. Using a webcam in such
situztions makes it easier for peopls with crirmnal
intentions to tack potential victims on the Intemet,
gather information about them and hatm them.

Teenagers are therefore reminded to he wery
cautious when nsing the webcam in online environments
and to switch it on only when they are talldng o net-
users they are closely sequainted with. The consequences
of ignering the damgers of onfine communication can be
serious.

see each other. This helps reduce the distance betwesn

AT

Part Twe — Group Discussion  ¢Tosal riner 2 minutes preparation, 18 minutes discussion)

You and the othets in your group are on the committee of the Computer Society at your school. The Society has decided to
degign & poster on the use of the Internet, both at school and at home, in order to draw smdents™ attention to the benefits and
potential Tisks of onling activities.

You are meeting to decide what sugeestions you would like to include in the poster. You conld alse discuss where to display
the poster and how to design it to make it appraling to the students.

You da not need to come to a final decision or i reach a concluston to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures imvolved in your discussion task, You canned lake notes or write durfng the diveussion.

The examiiners cannat answer any guestions about tie instructions or the task you bave to discuss. [f you have any questions,
You may discuss em among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discssion, and will be assessed.
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Set 7

Candidate A

Preparation Time { Totel timer IO minotes)

Part One — Individual Presentations {2 #—2 minnies each; fotal time: § mimdes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should malke the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your awn epinions or jdens,

Automatic-teller-machine crimes

Police reparts have shown e sudden tise in the
number of crimes at antomatic teller machines {ATMs) in
Hong Kong. Since December 2003, there have been ever
forty cases invelving ATMs, in which approximately
51,900,000 tas been stalen..

Ungerupulous thieves have invented new ways of
stealing money. They install mini digial video recorders
hidden at the comers of ATMs. When cardholders ingert
their cards imto the slot and enter their persemal
identification number (PINY, the thieves can use these
recorders to ‘read’ the number. At the same time, there
is enother powerful device mn=erted into the card slot that
enables them o ‘read” ail the cardholder's infonmation
and duplicate the card. So most victims are unaware that
their money has heen stolen from their accounts until
they receive thefr next monthly statement, Oiher thieves
simply pretend to he quening up at ATMz and snateh the
cerd and money before the ATM user retrieves them,

Police wam the public that they need to be extrn
cautions when using AThIs. While banks ate enhancing
their sceority measares, ATh users shonld also be on the
alert. In a vecent television programme, Police Report,
people using ATMs were eminded to pse one hand to
cover thie pane] when entering their PIN. They were also
advised to use ATMs efther withim banks which usoally
have a security puard or in enclosed ATM cells where
there are surveillance cameras. ‘It 1s difficult for (hicves
to install such illegal devices in machines at these
places,” a police officer expleined. People wha
frequently withdraw money frem ATMs were also urged
to be wvigilant at all times — to look out for suspicious
peaple following them to the ATMs or queving up
bebimd them.

With the concerted efforts of the police, benks
and ATM usevs, it is hoped that the problem will somm he
bronght under eontral.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Taral time: 2 minutes preparation, 18 minuves discussian)

In response to the inerease in the number of orimes in your district, your school is planning to hold a ‘Fight Crime Campaign'.
It hopes the event will heighten students’ and parents’ awareness of the issue and inform them abeut ways in whieh they can
pratect themsclves fram potential risk, !

¥ou and the others in your group beleng to the Junior Police Call at your school, and are organising the campaign. At the
tneeting, you may want to talk about the types of crimes you wish to alert students and paremis to, and discuss the types of
getivities to held during the campeipn,

You do nei need to come 1o a final declsion or ta rench a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures mvalved in your discussion tack. You cannat take notes or wiite during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any guestions abawt the Instructions or the task vou have to discuss, [ yow have any guestions,
yau may discuss them among voursetves and that will be an acceptable part of your graup discission, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Toial timer 10 minutes)

Part One - Individual Presentations (722 minures each; total tinve: 8 minutes)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own wards, 1f you wish, you ean add your cwn opinions or ideas.

Mobile-phone crimes

Mearly 200 local citizens teported laging their
mobile phones last month alone.  Over half of these
victims were nged between twelve and ninatesn .

According to the vietims of mahile phone theft,
the thieves disguise themselves ss innocent passers-hy,
Samunel Pang, a fourth-former, had his phone stolen while
he was waiting for a bus, “A man dressed very neatly in
a auil came over to me. He said he had an urgent phone
call to make but had forgotten to bring his own mobile
phone,” Samuel] said. He then lent the man hiz phone,
‘A5 he was talking over the phone, he complatned about
the guality of the reception, He began to walk further
gnd further away from me and eventually disappeared,’
he recalled. Samuel's case = one of the most cothmon
ones. [n other cases reporied, dishonesl people bamrow
mobile phones on the street not to make local, but long-
distance calls, and victims wsoally do nat realize until

in view of the increasing number of crimes
involving maohile phanes, police, parents and teachers are
advising teenagers to be on their guard. ‘'Teemagers
should feam to say ‘no’ to these requests from peopla
they do nat know,” s police officer said. At school,
siudents are advised to tell these people to use public pay
phones which are convenienily located. Folice also wrge
parents to remind their children never to disclose their
tmobife numbers to strangers and to teport to the police if
they have been robbed of their phonea. Ta corb such
crimes, police have recommended thet shops selling
tobile phones should not trade in gecond-hand phones
without comfirming that they have come from legitimate
SOUTCES,

8o, think twice hefore deciding whether you
should lend your phone to someone whoze motives you
are unsure of,

they rooeive their menthly bills,

Part Two — Group Discussion {Total time: 2 minuies preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

In response to the increase in the number of crimes in your district, your school is planming to hold & *Fight Crime Campaign’.
It hopes the event will heighten students’ and parents’ awerenesa of the issue and inform them about ways in which they can
protect themselves from potential risk.

You and the othets in your group belang to the Junior Police Call at your schoal, and are organising the campaign. At the
meeting, you may wani to talk about the types of crimes you wish ta alert students and parents to, and discuss the types of
activities to hatd during the campaign,

You do nat need to come to a finaf decision or to reach o conclusion fo your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in yanr discussion task. You cannnt take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol GrEwer iy questions abatd the instructions or the task you have to discuss, ff vou have any questions,
| youmay discicss them among vourselves and that will be an acceptable part of vour group discussion, and will be assessed.
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 18 minutes)

Part One — Individoal Presentatiots  ¢7%—2 mimintes each; totaf time: § minites)

Kead the following passage. You may make notes to usc as the basis For your presentation, but should make the presentation i
your own words. 1F vou wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas,

Crimes targeting residents

There has recenily been & sharp rise in the number
of crimes n residentinl estates, with criminals disguising
themselves as ropresentatives from  public  uiility
companies. In the past few months, over bwenty cases
have been teported with losses rangmg from a fow
hundred to millions of doilars.

Mr and Mis Chiu were the wmfortumate victims of
such 4 crime, They were visited one aftemoon by a
person who claimed to be working for the telepheome
company. ‘A young man rang cur dostbell, so we opened
the door. He showed us some promotional leaflets about
reducing telephone bills and we invited him in to get
more infermation,” Mrs Chiu said. “We then completed a
form requiting o signature and some personal dedails,
He then asked us for our eredit card to secure the offer,
Becavse he was ahle to issue ug a receipt promising that
the card would be returned to us in three days, I gave him
mine,' Mr Chiu tecalled. A month later, the Chius

discovered that goods worth over §50,000 had been
bought using their card,

Police wam the public that such crimes are
begoming more and more common. To prevent croime
and protect themsclves, residents are reminded net to let
any strangers into their hemes. They ere advised to verify
their identity by requesting proof of their employes status
with the company mentioned and to call the company to
check if residents have not been informed of such visits,
Before verifying their visitor's identity, they should
never disclose any pemsonal information, or hand over
their credit ot identity cards, Police further urpe security
guatds in apartments and housing estates to jook out for
unfamiliar faces and to perform security checks more
reguiarly.

It iz not only the duty of the pelice, et alsa that
of the puhlic to reduce eritne {n sosisty,

Part Two — Group Discussion  {Torad fime: 2 mirutes preparation, 18 minutes discassion)

In response to the increase in the number of crimes in your district, your school is planming to hold a *Fight Crime Campaign’,
It hopes the event will heighten students’ and parents’ awareness of the issue and inform them about ways it which they can
protoet themselves from potential risk.

You and the others in your group belong to the hmivr Police Call at your school, and are organising the campaign. At the
meeking, you may want to talk about the types of crimes you wish to alert students and parenis to, and discuss the types of
activities ta hold dutng the campaign.

¥ou da not need 1o come to o final decision or in reach o conclnsion to your discussion.  You should #ry o discuss both the
cortent and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussian.

The examiners cannnd answer amy questions abowt the instructions or the task you have to diseuss. [f you have any questions,
you may diseuss them among yaurselves and that will be an aoceptable part of pour group discussion, and will be assessed,
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Candidate D

Preparation Time tToia! tinte: 10 mintes)

Part One - Individual Presentations 7% -2 minides enelt; toral vinte: § mintdos)

Read the following passage. You may maeke notes to use as the basts for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your ovwn opinians or ideas.

Street cheats

The police are alerting the public to a sudden
increase m the number of street crimes involving
eriminals cheating passers-by of their money. Cwver 120
complaints wers received in the first quarter of the year
fram citizens wha reported having been cheated,

The targets of such cheats are teenpgers whe are
in theit sehool uniform or shopping on their own, or
housewives and pedestrians who do not seem to be in a
msh. The thieves approach their chosen wictims, claim
that they have either had their pockets picked or bags
snatched and ask for money, Mrs ¥iu, 2 hoosewife in
lier mid-thirties, was recently a victim. One morning, she
was approached by a middle-aged woman. °[ met her at
the matkel just after buying food for the day. She came
over to me in tears, telling me that she had been robbed.

later, § met her again on the street — this time cheating
someone else!’ Mrs Yiu said angrily,

The adviee that the police have for victims likc
s Yiu is that they should never entertain such requests
frern strangers, I people you don’t dmow claim that
they have bheen robbed, refer them to us.  Ask them 1o
contact the nearest police station,’ Inspector Chan says,
*If these cheats continue to pester you, you should sall
the police at once,” he adds. Il also urges all victims or
wimesses who have not reporied such cases to do s, [t
is every citizen’s responsibility to report erimes, however
stall the loss 15, he siresses,

Te prevent soch  enscrupulous people  fom
contimuing to disturb or harm the public, citizens are

She then asked it T could lend her some momey to go
home, T wok pity on her and gave i to her. Two days

urged to take immediate sction to cpott crime
immediately.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toral vinre: 2 minstes preparation, 10 minutes discussion}

In response to the increase in the number of crimes in your district, your school is planning to hald a *Fight Crime Campaign'.
It hapes the event will heighten students” and parents’ awareness of the issue and inform them about ways in which they cen
protect themselves from potential nizk.

You and the others in your group belong to the Junier Palice Call at your school, and are erganising the campaign. At the

meeting, you may want to talk aboot the types of ctimes you wish to alert students and parents to, and discuss the types of
ackivities to hold daring the campaign.

You do nof need fo come to @ final decisfon or ta veach a conclusion to your discusston.  You should #+9 to discuss both the
cortent and procedures imobued in vour disenssion task. You cannnt take noles o write during the discussion,

The examiners connat answer any guestions abowt the tnstructions or the task you kave to diseuss, [ vow kave any questions,
Jnu may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will he assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 16 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations (7% -2 minnves each; total time: 8 minutes)

Read the {gllowing passage. You may make nates ta use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your ¢wn words. [f you wish, you can add your awn opinions or ideas,

Fear and fun at Halloween

The origins of Hallaween are religious and can be Hewever, to most local people Helloween is a
traced back to ancient Ireland. To the people in those time for fim, and not 2 time for fear, Last year, thousands
days, the first day of Wovember represented the New of people went to popular areas such as Lan Kwai Fonp
YWeoar and when one year moved into apother, the and Causewsy Bay dressed in different costumes.
boundary between this world and the spirit werld joined, Parties .were arranged for afl ages and young children
Even now, some sociedes refuse to celebrate this festival played *trick or traat’ in housing estates. This practice
bacauze of the religious meaning behind it. involves knocking en doors and asking for candies ar

Hreats', If the person refuses to give any candies, the

In Russia, there iz little soppert for Hallowsen children play a ‘trick’ on him or her, ¥What makes it
celebrations. The Russian Church, which belicves that mare fun 15 that the children are all dressed in masks,
people should not joke and play with evil forces, is wear costumes and offen camy lantems.
apamst the festival. The nuthoritics, who sce Hatloween
as a festival for the dead, told schools in Moscow to One little boy called Alex  described s
ignore it, In Henp Kong, some schools also refuse o Halloween fun last yaar, ‘I dressed up as 2 skeleton with
phrticipale in the festivities because the festival iz against a scary mask and went an the MTR. 1 iried 1o scare the
their religious beliefs. In fact, the Chinese calendar has other passengers but most of them just laughed. One
special days for ‘ghost feativals”. Ghests are feared and lady actually got up and feft the carriage though!” So, is
respected, and the fegtivals are very serious ocecasions. Halloween fun or & time Lo be afraid? Perhaps both!

Part Two — Group Discussion  ¢Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 18 minntes discassion)

In receni vesrs, special occasions and festivals like Halloween, Valenting's Day and Christrnas have become very populer in
Hong Kong. Some peaple ¢laim that these days have become too commercial and are only about money,

Your English teacher has organised a closs debate on the motion, 'Festivals have lost their true meaning in Hong Kong.' Mow,
your group is preparing for the debate by looking at the issue from both sides. You should consider arguments FOR and
AGANST the motion and decide together how you can illusivate your poinis with relevant examples,

You do not need to come fo & final decision or to reach o conclusion fa pour discussion, Yon should try 1o discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannof take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have fo discuss. [ you have any questions,
voit sy discuss them amang vourselves end that will be an aceepiable part of your group discussion, and will be assassed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2004 Use of English — Section D (Oral) 29



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Tora! tinie: 16 minutes)

Part One ~ Individual Presentations (742 minuses cack; total time: 8 minnres)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your gwn words. 1T you wish, you can add your own opitions or ideas,

Saying ‘HeHo’ to Halloween

Cctober 3lst, All Hallow's Eve and the day Ocean Park has a special Hallowem thema for
before All Saints’ Day are different names for the one monik prior to the festival. Restanrants all over
festival which is pgenerally known a5 Halioween, Heng Kong cover their walls in cobwebs and put giant
Traditionally, it is a time when spirits and phosts are spiders on the ceitinps. Models of ghosts, witches and
supposed to enter the human world and oam around in devils can be seen hanging from shop windows. Many
search of bodies 1o possess. Mow, however, it is a time schaols, from kandergartens to secondary, join in the fun.
for human beings, young and old, to dress up in fancy One schaol last year had a day of eclebrations starting
costutmes and celebrate, with the distribution of candfes at assembly. At Tunch

time, & horrar film was shown and after school the
What has made Halloween so populat? A toy principal carved a Targe purnpkin in the playground.
shop owner in Mongkek claims that for the last five

years, business around Halloween has been increasing, Toy shop owmers think the increasing popularity
"Hallowern wasn't very special to the Chinese ten years of Halloween is great because they are the ones making
ago,’ he seid. ‘But with the influence of Westem culture the profil, with children™s costumes costing from $200 1o
and the artival of major tay shops in Hong Keng, it has over B1000. That worries some parents,  Mr Tong
become very big business, It's great!” Todeed, everyone tefuses Lo let his childrem take part because he thinks they
seems to be getting myvolved — which is why toy shops are being exploited. 'It's ot a festival smymaore. [t7a just
are s busy i the weeks before Qctober 31st, a way for some people to make money.*

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toral fime: 2 minuies preparation, 16 minates discussion)

In reeent years, special cecasions end festivals like Halloween, Valentine's Day and Cliristmas have become very popular in
Hong Kong, Some people claim that these days have become too commeteial and are only about money,

Your English teachet has ovganised a class debate on the motion, ‘Festivals have lost their true meaning in Hong Kong.' Now,
your group is preparing for the debate by looking at the issue from both sides. You should consider arguments FOR and
AGATNET the motion and decide together how you can iltustrate your points with relevant examples.

Fou do not need to come fo a flnal decision or in reach a canclusion to your discussion. You should iry to discuss both the
content and procedires involved in your discussion task. You cannot take noles or write during the discussion,

The examiners cannal anvwer any qiestions about the ipsiructions or the task you have to diseuss. [f you have any guestions,
you may disenss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group disenssion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C

Preparation Titme  (Toral time: 18 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minurtes cach; total time: 8 minutes)

Read the following pessage. Yoo may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If yon wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Valentine’s Day — not only for lovers

Lasi year on Febrary 14th, Julic bought a hox of
chocolates and wrapped it up carefully. She then gave it
to a very special person — her maths teacher, Miss Chan,
It seems that Valentine's Day {5 no longer a day when
only loved ones share special gifis and messages with
each othor, As Julie said, "February 14th is a day for me
to show my love for all my friends and people I care
about.’

Walentine's Iay is celebrated in many countries
including Canada, Mexics, UK, France, Austraiia and the
United States. [n those places, candies, Alowers and gifts
ate exchaneed, and all in the name of 3t YValentine, But
who was this mysterious saint? There are many stories
aseociated with him. One story is that he was s priest
who performed martiage ceremmonies for young fowers in
seeret, afier an emperor in the third century banned
marriage. According to mother legend, he was the very

truth, 5t Yalentme has become the patron saint of
Tomancea.

However, a3 Julie’s case shows, romance s nat
necessary for soreone to send a card or give a gift. In
recent years, loca] people have been using Fehruary 14th
to celehrate friendship as well a5 romanee. Surveys have
shown that teachers receive the most Valentine™s Day
cards followed by children, mothers and wives, and then
boyfriends and girlfriends.

So what do teachers think about this? The maths
teacher mentioned earlier cleims that she was surprised at
first when students started to buy gifis for her and esch
other on Febrmary Idih hut she has since got uzed to it
‘Love and friendship are so close w0 each other end
anything that brings people closer together has to be
gand,” she said.

first person to send a 'valentine’ preeting. Whatever the

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minotes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
In recent years, special occasions and festivals like Halloween, Valentme™s Day and Christmas have become very popular in
Honp Kong. Some people claim that these days have become too commercinl end are only about money.

Your English teacher has organised a class debate on Lhe motion, 'Festivals have lost thetr iue meaning in Hong Kong." Maw,
your group is preparing for the debate by looking at the issue from both sides. You should consider arguments FOR and
AGATHST the motion and decide together how you can illusirate your points with refevant examples,

You do not peed o come do a final decision ar to reach o conclurion to your discussion.  You should try fo discuss bath the
coptent and procedures imegdved {n your diseussion task. You cannot teke notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners canmol answer any guesitons about the instruetions or the task you have to discuss. Jf you have any grestions,
yon may discuss them among yeursefves and that will be an acceptable part af your group discussion, and will be atsessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate D

Preparation Time  (Foral time: 10 minutes)

Part One - Individnal Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each; totaf time: 8 minpres)

Read the fallowing passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your prescration, but should make the prescotation in
your ewn words. [f you wish, you can add your own opiniens or ideps.

For Iove and money

Cne well-known card compeny had aver 1300 cards and over 100 million red toses were sold last year.
different cards especially made for Valemtine's Day last Businesses profit from Yatentine's Day, hut this does not
yerr, Shops and Intetnet companies have thousands of seetn to Stop people from spending even mote each vear
items for sale every 14th February, and restaprants ook to express their love.
forward to this day because of the fimancial rewards.
While romance iz in the air for all the lovers and couples Tehn O'Leary sent his girlfriend 100 red toscs last
celebrating on Valenting’s Day, it is the businesspoople Walenting’s Day. Inside the wrapping was a small hoy
hehind all these preducts that are, perhaps, the happiest, containing a diamond ring, Just to make suve, John put a

message in the local newspapers which simply said,

Why hes & day associated with love and romance *Amma, will you marry me?'  John spent thousands of
become so commercialised? There is no doubt that dollars (o do this but has no regrets, ‘Yes, Yolentine's
WValemtine's Day is big business, In 2002, consumcrs Day is expensive but it's alao special. The moncy was
spent $650 million US dellars on candies, flowers, food nat important, Remance has no price.’
and other pifts. Of that enormons figure, $45 million was
spent on chocolates aleme! Each year, about one billion Others are not 50 sure,  One husband said that he
WValentine's Day cards are exchanged and the only bought flowers for his wife but enly two days after
oecagion when more cards are sent is Cheistmas, 1t is Walentine's Day. “The roses were half price then and my
elsa traditional to send Mlowers with Valenting's Day wift would have killed me if T had wasted more money!”

Part Two — Group Discussion  ¢Tozaf vine: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

In recent years, special occasions and festivels like [Ialloween, Valentine's Day and Christmas have become very popular in
Hong Kong. Some people claim that these days have become too comimercial and ars ouly about money,

our English teacher has organised a class debate on the motion, ‘Festivals have lost their true meaning in Hong Keng.' Now,
your group is preparing for the debate by laooking at the issue from bath sides. You should consider arguments FOR end
AGAINST the motion and decide together hew you can illustrate your points with velevant examples.

You do not need to come to a final decision or io reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should iry to discuss boith the
content and procedures imvolved in vorr discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion,

The examiners cannot answer any questions abatd the instractions or the task you have to discuss. [ yau jrave any quesiions,
you may discuss them among yoiurselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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